India ‘rushing to
blame the pilots’
say families of

air crash victims

Angry relatives refuse to
believe official report and
vow to take airline to court
over disaster that killed 261

BySamaan Lateef in Mumbai

THE families of the Air India crash vic-
tims have expressed scepticism over the
initial investigation report, accusing
authorities of rushing to blame the
pilots for the disaster.

The highly anticipated document,
which was released by Indian authori-
ties just after midnight on Friday night,

take-off.
According to the report, one of t
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you cut off ” the fuel supply in
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off from Ahmedabad airport onJune
killing 230 passengers and 12
members.

A further19 people were killed on the
ground. Vishwash Kumar Ramesh, a
40-year-old British national, was the
sole survivor among those on board.
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1 accept it,” said Ameen Siddiqui, 28,
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died alongside his wife, Hannaa Vora-
jee, and their daughter, Sara, four.
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Siddiqui added: “We have
fejpcted Air India’'s compensation. We
alert ill take them to court. They have to
answer our questions and take respon-
% sibility”

% “We have seen the videos of the pas-
sengers and pilots before the take off.

Everyone was happy in the plane

& including the pilots.

“You could not find a ting of sadness,
fear or anger on anyone’s face. Why will
they [pilots] turn the fuel switches off
deliberately. Everyone was smiling.” .

However, the report was described as
“the first stepping stone” by Akeel’s rel-
atives.

In a statement, they said: “Moving

forwards, we require honesty, transpar-
ency, and an unwavering commitment

Investigation Key findings of Air India report

to uncovering the full truth. We
seek justice and answers, both of
which are essential for us to find
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any sense of closure.

“We accept God’s fate, but knowing
what happened will help ease our
hearts and allow us to begin the long
Jjourney of healing”

Others felt differently. “I wanted
answers so I could begin to heal.

gearwerecorrectly Instead, all I got was aviation jargon
configured. praising Boeing’s systems,” said Imtiyaz
9.Clear skies, Ali Syed, 42, whose brother Javed Syed,
pilot experience 37, a hotel manager from west London,
No adverse died with his wife Mariam and their

weather, bird
strikes or pilot
healthissues.
10. No foul play

children Zayn, six, and Amani, four.
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He demanded the full cockpit
audio be released in the presence
of independent and international

carryingno experts. “We have lost our entire fami-
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cargo. without the truth?”



